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July 19, 2020 
 
Dear Families and Staff: 
 
I hope that you have had a good weekend. 
 
I have deeply appreciated our thoughtful conversations about school in the fall. I 
know that the rapid-fire doses of new information from all over the country, the 
uncertainty about the future, and our concerns about how to be safe makes talking 
about the fall stressful. I have been impressed with our community’s eagerness to 
engage in earnest problem solving as we work to provide a safe and engaging 
educational experience for our children and a safe and healthy environment for our 
staff. 
 
I am writing to update you on the Wayland Public Schools’ work to prepare for the 
start of school this fall. 
 
Our Planning Time-Line 

● The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) has 
directed all districts to submit plans by July 31 for three models for our return 
to school: one in which all students return to the buildings every day, one in 
which half of the students return to the building at a time (a “hybrid” model), 
and one in which all students learn remotely.  The WPS staff is working 
diligently on these plans as we speak. The School Committee has discussed 
aspects of each model over the past few weeks. They will focus our 
upcoming discussions on the hybrid and all-remote models.  

● We anticipate that the School Committee will vote on the one model with 
which we will begin the year no later than the first week in August. 

 
Ongoing Input from the Community 
Over the past two weeks, the School Committee and the Administration have held 
listening sessions over Zoom. Recordings from these listening sessions can be found 
at this link. These listening sessions and our surveys of families and staff have 
helped us develop a Frequently Asked Questions document that we will update and 
that can be found at this link. 
 
During the week of July 20, we will continue our information gathering through 
surveys and through additional listening sessions at the following Zoom Links: 
 
Tuesday, July 21, 2020 
5:00 p.m. Zoom with WPS students: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81325843441 
 

Wayland Public Schools 
41 Cochituate Road  ~  Wayland, MA  01778 

 

https://www.wayland.k12.ma.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=1036435&pageId=48416911
https://www.wayland.k12.ma.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_1036352/File/2020%20Novel%20Coronavirus%20(COVID-19)%20Updates/Frequently%20Asked%20Questions%20as%20of%20July%2017,%202020.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81325843441


Wednesday, July 22, 2020 
5:00 p.m. Zoom with Elementary School Families:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84082803459 
6:00 p.m. Zoom with Middle and High School Families: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86447860774   
 
Thursday, July 23, 2020 
3:00 p.m. Zoom call with Elementary School Teachers:   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89753869833 
4:00 p.m. Zoom call with Middle/High School Teachers:   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86396861056 
 
I appreciate your patience as we work together to develop the best solution for our 
community. 
 
All my best, 

 
Arthur Unobskey, Superintendent of Schools 
Wayland Public Schools 
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